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[image: image4.wmf]Welcome
This year we have welcomed 95 Year 3 children to the school– They have made a tremendous start to the year and have settled in well to their new classes. We offer a particular ‘Welcome’ to our new parents and families.
Building Work

[image: image5.wmf]The school benefited from a large number of decoration projects over the summer holidays. The Year 3 and Year 6 classrooms were refurbished and decorated; new carpets were laid and new furniture was provided throughout. The staircase to the upstairs classrooms and corridor were also redecorated and new flooring was laid; the school hall and kitchen were also re-decorated. We were delighted with the work and feel that it has had a very positive impact upon the start of the new school year. The final stage of the development of the Year 6 area will be completed in the half term holidays when all of the windows in the block will be replaced. Further work will also be carried out on the kitchen roof.
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PSA [image: image7.wmf]We are very happy to report that the parents and staff of the Infant and Junior schools have joined forces to create and joint PSA. We would like to thank those parents who attended the first meeting in September where so many fundraising ideas were discussed and so much help was offered. You will have noticed from the PSA newsletter which was recently published that there is a lot of work going on and there are a number of exciting joint fundraising ventures between the two schools in the pipeline. It is not too late to offer your help – the whole idea of a bigger PSA was to ensure that the workload was shared. If you would like to help in any way please contact either of the PSA Chairs: Andrea (andreakelly66@sky.com) or Angela (moneglia@aol.com).
 Parent Workshops
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We have scheduled a number of workshops over the coming weeks aimed at helping parents support their children and their development through their time here at the Junior School. The first workshop, which will be led by the ‘Literacy First’ consultants, is aimed at parents of Year 3 pupils who wish to support their children further in Reading and Spelling – to be held Weds 16th November at 2pm. 
Our second workshop, aimed at parents of girls in Year 4 and 5, will explore ways you can support your daughter through their emotional development and provide advice about the friendship issues which often occur within this age group. This session will take place on Thursday 1st December at 7pm.

Prayer Friend Mass
Our Year 3 children were welcomed to the school with a special mass alongside their Year 4 Prayer Friends. To support the children this their special First Holy Communion year we have paired each Yr3 child with a pupil of Yr4 to help them settle into school and share their experiences throughout the course of the year.
[image: image9.wmf]We would like to thank the many Parents who helped us walk the two year groups to a special ‘Prayer Friend’ Mass at Christ Church at the start of the term and helped to make it such a joyful celebration. We were very proud of all of the children whose behaviour was exemplary. 

Dinner Money
The cost of dinner money for the next half term to 20th December is £68.45 (37 days at £1.85). We kindly request that all dinner money should be paid promptly on a Monday (if paid weekly). Is your child eligible for Free School Meals? Parents can find out on the Stockport MBC website; a link to which has been added to the Parents Page of the school website. Application forms are also available from the school office.
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Book Fair

The Scholastic Book Fair visited school earlier in the term. The children enjoyed having the opportunity to view the books on offer and purchase books of their own choice. Thank you for supporting the school in this venture which receives 60% commission £872 to spend on books and resources for school.
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[image: image12.wmf]French Day - We celebrated European Languages Day with another exciting ‘French Day’.  The day was a wonderful success, thanks to the organisation of our Modern Foreign Languages co-ordinator Miss Arthur. 5A started the day with an assembly retelling the story of ‘Boucles d'Or et les Trois Ours’ (Goldilocks and The Three Bears)! During the course of the day pupils across the school sang traditional French songs, played traditional French games and took part in cheese tasting! 

[image: image13.wmf]The Green Miles Challenge - We would like you for supporting us in the Green Miles Challenge which has taken place over the last 2 weeks. The scheme, which encourages children to think about their carbon footprint and to make small changes to their daily journeys, has proven a huge success nationally. Simple actions such as walking to the bus stop rather than being dropped off, parking the car further away and walking to the last part of the journey or riding a bike to school once a week can all make a difference. Each day one of the children walked or cycled to school their received a green mile sticker – at the end of the challenge, the class with the most stickers will be rewarded with a prize.

First Holy Communion Meeting

We would like to thank our parish priests for giving their time to attend the Year 3 Parents’ First Communion meeting earlier this term.  The partnership between school, home and parish is so very important in the sacramental journey so we were glad that so many parents attended the meeting. The following dates were First Communion have now been confirmed:- 

If you have not yet identified to the school at which church you wish your child to receive the Blessed Sacrament, please do so as soon as possible. 

Diocese of Shrewsbury Schools Building Fund
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The Diocese introduced the building fund in 2000 as falling church attendance rates meant that collection plate funds were no longer sufficient in keeping our Catholic schools buildings well maintained. The suggested annual donation is £15 per child (just over 28p per week). Based upon such figures, annual contributions to Cheadle Catholic Junior School should be in the region of £5,400; however we have received to date only a fraction of this amount. Thank you very much to those families who have made a donation. We would ask those who have not yet contributed to make any donation they can to the fund, we also ask that Parents who set up a standing order at the Infant school contact Kay O’Rourke at the Diocese (0151 652 9855) as their money continues to go to the Infants Building Fund and not ours here at the Junior School. 

Trips, Visits and Visitors
Our Year 6 children have recently The Lowry Art Museum as part of their work on the local artist L.S. Lowry. The children had the opportunity to explore the work of Salford’s famous son up close and create their own portraits using his techniques; their fabulous work can now be viewed along the Year 6 corridor. 
As part of their Science topic on ‘Teeth and Healthy Eating’ our Year 3 were paid a visit by our local dental nurse. The children took part in an active presentation and asked some well thought out questions! 

Parking

Once again, parking outside the school has reached crisis point! A small but persistent few are putting the health and safety of their own and other people’s children at risk with their thoughtless, irresponsible parking. Repeatedly this term cars have been parked on the turning circle which has not only meant that the ensuing traffic jams have resulted in school buses being unable park close enough to the curb for the children to alight safely but more worryingly that emergency vehicle access would have proven an impossibility. We would urge all parents to please refrain from parking in the bus lane or turning circle or in a place that may block the access of local residents to their own homes. Thank you.  
Parent Consultation Evening

It was wonderful to see such a fabulous turnout at our recent Parent Consultation Evenings. The meetings were a good opportunity for your children’s new teachers and yourselves to meet and to share how they have settled into their new classes.

Dates for your Diary

Friday 21st October – PSA Cake Sale 3.30pm

Friday 21st October – Break up for half term

Monday 31st October – Return to school

Tuesday 10th November – PSA Body Shop Party

Wednesday 16th November – Year 3 Parents’ Reading Workshop, 2pm

Saturday 26th November – Christmas Fair

Thursday 1st December – Parents of Year 4 & 5 Girls Workshop, 7pm

Friday 2nd December – PSA Storyteller Event (Year 3)

Friday 9th December – School Disco’s

Tuesday 20th December – Break up for Christmas

Congratulations Miss Stephen
We would like to offer our heartfelt congratulations to Miss Kirsty Stephen who was appointed as substantive Headteacher of the Infant School in July. We look forward to continuing to work in strong partnership with Miss Stephen and wish her every success and happiness in the role.    

Finally…

We would like to thank you for your continued support.

Christine Robinson





Rachel Gaughan

Headteacher





Deputy Headteacher

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email please contact the school at headteacher@cheadle-jun.stockport.sch.uk FAO: Rachel Gaughan
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Don’t forget to check the school website for up to date news!








